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34 Votes and Proceedings, March, 1455,

into this Province; and of Trith Papifis, by Way of Pennfylvania, or the
Government of New-Caftle, Kent, and Suflex, o# Delaware ;

This Houfe doth not agree thereto.,

Ordered, That the Bill entituled, An AF for preventing the Importa-
tion of German and French Papifls, &c. be printed among the Proceedings
of this Houfe this Seflion; which Bill was in the following Words, wviz.

An AT for preventing the Importation of German and French Papifts, and Popifb Priefls and Jefuits, into this
Preainey and cr Inith Papifls by Way of Pennfylvania, or the Government of New-Cattle, Kent, and
Sutiex, o» Delaware.

HEREAS it appears to this General Affembly, that many German and French Papifts, and feveral
Popith Prietts, and Jefuits, have been lately imported into this Province, who have immediately re-
forted to the Weltern Frontiers thereof, and there fettled for the Convenience .of taking up vacant Lands,
which are ar this Time fearcely elfewhere to be had ; that from their Vicinity to the Fortifications which the

Feer i have lately prefumed to erect on the River Ohis, it is too probable they will not only give his Maje-

fis« Enemies conitant fecret Intelligence of the Situation of Affairs within this Province, and privately

i them all in their Power, but in Cafe of an Attack upon this Part of his Majefty’s Dominions, would

doubtiefs turn their Force, in Conjunction with the French and their favage Allies, againft his loyal Protef-

tunt Sudbledis.

AN D w hereas the infatiable Defire of univerfal Converfion to their own religious Opinions, calculated for
the Eftablihment and Support of Tyranny and Slavery, both Ecclefiaftical and Civil, muft excite the con-
ot unwearied Endeavours of the {aid Popifh Priefts, and Jefuits, to accomplifh their moft impious Defigns ;
a0 which might endanger the Subverfion of the happy Conftitution of the Government of this Province, and
the Lots of the Liberties and Properties of the good Proteftant People thereof :

BE it theropre Enacled, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, by and avith the Advice and Confent
7o Lerdiip's Governor, and the Upper and Loaver Houfes of Affembly, and the Autbority of the fame, That all
Miilers of Ships and Veffels, and Others, importing German or French Paflengers, or Servants, into this
Provirnce, fhall brirg their Veflels off, and make their Entry, at the Port and City of Amnapolis, and not
¢ ‘rwhere. ard fhall, at the Time of fuch Entry, pay unto the Naval-Officer of the faid Port, for the Time
being, the Sum of Five Pounds Current Money, per Poll, for every German or French Papift (Priefts except-

el . and Two hundred Pounds for every Popith Prieft, or Jefuit, on Penalty and Forfciture of Twenty 30

Pound: Current Morev, for every German or French Papift (Priefts excepted), and Four hundred Pounds for
everv fuch Priett, or Jefuit, as aforefaid, that fhall be by him or them concealed, at the Time of his or their
Frirv, as atoref2id, One half of the faid Fines to be applied to the replacing the Sum of Six thoufand
Pounds, grarted for his Majelty's Service, on the prefent intended Expedition againft the Frenck, and their
Alies on this Cantinent, by an A entituled, An A& for his Majefly’s Service, and the other half thereof to
the Irformer, or him or them that fhall fue for the fame ; to be recovered in any Court of Record within
this Province, that thall have Jurifdiétion thereof, by Aétion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, wherein
no Fiinin, Protecticn, or Wager. of Law thall be allowed.

AN D ke #t purrier Enacied, That the faid Naval-Officer fhall, and he is hereby required to procure a
T-anflation of the Oaths appointed by Aét of Affembly, to be taken to the Government, and the Teft, into
the Germun and Feench Languages, and the fame keep in his Office, which Qath, {o tranflated, fhall be ad-
mnitred 0 evers German or French Paffenger, or Servant, fo to be imported, except Children under the Age
of fourteen Yeurs o be adjudged at the Difcretion of the Naval-Officer), by the faid Naval-Officer, pro-
vided he vnderitands the German or French Languages, or either of them, as the Cafe may require, and if

“he does not, by fome Proteftant Perfon to be by him appointed, who can {peak the Englifb and German or
Fren b Language, as the Cafe may require, in Prefence of the faid Naval-Officer, the faid Perfon, fo to
be arpointed, having firft taken the feveral Oaths, as aforefaid, to be adminiftred by the faid Naval-Officer ;
and an Oath, well and truly to adminifter the fame to the feveral Paffengers, and Servants, imported as

aforefaid, and figned the Oath of Abjuration and the Teft; and that each Paflenger, or Servant, {o import- _ |

ed as aforefa’d, who fhall take the faid Oaths, fhall, in the Prefence of the faid Naval-Officer, fign the
Qath of Abjuration and the Teft, to be by him kept as aforefaid, and all and every fuch German and
Frerch Paflengers, or Servants, who fhall refufe to take the QOaths, and fign the Oath and Teft, as aforefaid,
fhall be, and they are hereby deemed and declared Papifts, within the Intent and Meaning of this A&, for
v hom e Importer or Importers fhall be obliged to pay the Duty aforefaid, AND
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